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Sjt. Vallabhbhai is however out of the question just now. His hands
are too full to allow of his attention being diverted from Bardoli.
And before December comes upon us he may be a guest in one
of His Majesty's innumerable prisons. My own feeling in the
matter is that Pandit Jawaharlal should wear the crown. The
future must be for the youth of the country. But Bengal wants
Motilalji to guide the Congress barque through the perilous
seas that threaten to overwhelm us during 'the coming year. We
are torn within and are encircled by an enemy that is as unscrupu-
lous as he is powerful. Bengal has special need of an older head
and one moreover who has, proved a tower of strength to her in
the hour of her trial. If India as a whole has no easy time before
her, Bengal has still less. There are a thousand reasons why
Panditji should be chosen to wear the crown of thorns. He is
brave, he is generous, he enjoys the confidence of all parties;
Mussalmans acknowledge him as their friend, he commands the
respect of his opponents and often bends them to his view by his
forceful eloquence. He has moreover deep down in him a spirit
of conciliation and compromise which makes him an eminently
worthy ambassador of a nation that is in need of and is in the
mood to take an honourable compromise. It is these consider-
ations which actuate even the dare-all Bengal patriot1 to want
Pandit Motilal Nehru as the helmsman for the coming year. Let
the impatient youth of the country wait a while. They will be
all the stronger for the waiting.

Toung India, 26-7-1928

110.   NOTES
SJT. VALLABHBHAI'S REPLY
Sjt. Vallabhbhai Patel has issued the following statement2 to
the Press in reply to His Excellency's Council speech on the 23rd
instant:
I must confess that I was unprepared for the threatening
deliverance of His Excellency the Governor. But threats
apart, I want to remove the confusion that the speech is
consciously or unconsciously intended to create. The Gov-
ernor says in effect that if civil disobedience is the issue, he is
1  Subhas   Chandra   Bose;   vide "Telegram   to SubHa^i   Chandra Bose",
23-7-1928.
2 Vide "Letter to Vallabhbhai Patel", 24-7-1928,